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Historical Buildings of Connecticut 

The unusual building at 926-940 Farmington Avenue in Kensington was built c. 1875 by the 
brothers Augustine F. Wooding and Ralph A. Wooding. They started a business making dog collars, later 
expanding to harness trimmings and saddlery hardware. In the 1896, they built adam and pond and 
were granted a contract to supply water to trains on the New York, New Haven & Hartford. The 
building’s tower was then erected to serve as a water tower. Known as the Tower House, in later years 
the building was used as apartments. 


1985 Townwide Historic and Architectural Survey of Berlin, Connecticut. Survey # 032 


1875 current owners: Richard & Nancy Maltais Second empire 


Built by brothers Ralph A. and Augustine F. Wooding, this building 
almost certainly served as a water tower for the New York and New 
Haven Railroad. The Wooding brothers, prosperous Berlin industri- 
alists, were born in Hamden. Ralph Wooding worked as an apprentice 
and then a foreman at half a dozen Berlin firms before going into 
business with his brother as a maker of dog collars. The Wooding 
brothers went on to make a considerable amount of money fashioning 
similarly prosaic items, including harness trimmings and saddlery 
hardware. They built a dam and pond in Kensington in the (continued) 


last years of the 19th century and were granted a contract to supply 
water to the NYNHRR trains. Oral tradition, documentary evidence, 
and the highly unusual configuration of the building all support 

its identification as the Wooding water tower. The tower itself 
was probably added some years after the main portion of the 
building was completed. 


Sketch 


2018 Town of Berlin GIS Index. 
1900 current owners: Waters Edge LLC - Kensington Apartments 


Genealogy 

Ralph Wooding (1859-1942), son of Andrew & Lucy Wooding. He married 

Angeline Alling (1864-1932). 

Augustine Wooding (1859-1927) son of Andrew & Lucy Wooding. He never married. 
The two brothers were prominent Berlin industrialists. 
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16 INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILDING AND SURROUNDING 
In the Farmington Avenue commercial strip, an area with many 19th- 
and early-20th-century buildings among modern Wwnnnscenasian 


> 
17 OTHER NOTABLE FEATURES OF BUILDING OR SITE (interior und/ im wxtetint) 


The Tower House has a three-bay facade with a small original entry 
between the center and right bays. Brick walls are laid up in common 
bond with Flemish variation. All entry and window openings are 
segmental-arched. Windows have brick sills and corbelled-out 

brick lintels. Windows are fitted with modern l-over-1 sash. The 
main roof cornice has a single brick dentil course; the flared man- 
Sard roof is pierced by three gabled dormers, two on the facade, one 
on the left elevation. The right elevation has a small one-story 
original brick extension. The left elevation has a steel fire stairs. 
The feature from which the building derives its name is located at 
left-rear: a four-story flat-roofed brick tower. Tower windows are 
large with stone sills and are fitted with paired l-over-1l sash; the 
rear wall is blank, partly covered by a rear-right (continued) 


DESCRIPTION (Continued) 
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19 HISTORICAL OR ARCHITEC RAL POR 


Architecturally, the Tower House is significant as a well-preserved 
19th-century structure with French Second Empire features. That 
such a utilitarian building would have beengiven the style's char- 
acteristic dormered mansard roof bears testimony to the style's 
popularity in the 1870s. 


Built by brothers Ralph A. and Augustine F. Wooding, this building 
almost certainly served as a water tower for the New York and New 
Haven Railroad. The Wooding brothers, prosperous Berlin industri- 
alists, were born in Hamden. Ralph Wooding worked as an apprentice 
and then a foreman at half a dozen Berlin firms before going into 
business with his brother as a maker of dog collars. The Wooding 
brothers went on to make a considerable amount of money fashioning 
similarly prosaic items, including harness trimmings and saddlery 
hardware. They built a dam and pond in Kensington in the (continued) 


SIGNIFICANCE 


Beers, 1901 
Berlin Land Records 48:972 (1912) 
Interview with Mrs. Myers, Librarian of Berlin Public Library 
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Tower House 


17. (continued) : 


three-story porch. There is a break in the masonry between the 
tower and the main portion of the building. 


19. (continued) : 


last years of the 19th century and were granted a contract to supply 
water to the NYNHRR trains. Oral tradition, documentary evidence, 
and the highly unusual configuration of the building all support 
its identification as the Wooding water tower. The tower itself 
was probably added some years after the main portion of the 
building was completed. 


